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Highland Park Neighborhood
General Meetings are held on
the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7PM at the Parks
Dept. on Reservoir Ave.
across from the conservatory
in Highland Park. The meetings include time for information sharing and open discussion. In addition, invited
guests speak on a variety of
issues. A calendar of meetings is posted on our website!
www.highlandparkrochester.org

Upcoming Highland Park
Neighborhood Association
General Meetings
2009:
Tuesday, February 24
Tuesday, March 24
Stop by! There are so many
ways to get involved!

The Highland Park Neighborhood Association requires a clear and realistic description as
to why residents move into the neighborhood and why they invest their time and money
in maintaining their homes and contributing to the community. It is important to be able
to communicate to others, as well as to have an understanding ourselves, as to why we
want to live here.
Homeowners want to protect their investment and ensure the attributes of their community are valued by others. Healthy neighborhoods contribute to healthy cities. When accommodations are requested we also need to understand what attributes of the
neighborhood need to be sustained to ensure a continuation of our quality of life and
what kind of compromises will enhance not detract from our area.
David Boehike, is author and a proponent of a “healthy neighborhoods” philosophy. His
ideas have been successfully applied in a number of urban areas. A “healthy neighborhood” according to Boehike is one in which residents “build home equity and strengthen
the social fabric of the community.” He calls these neighborhood “middle neighborhoods,” because of the affordability and desirability of their older homes. He believes
Americans have choices. The “unique assets and amenities of an older area, its affordability, and evidence of a civic pride which connects people, generates personal investment. These attributes help predict the “sustainability” of a neighborhood.”
The Highland Park Neighborhood is a “middle neighborhood” because it consists of a mix
of working people across professions. The population cannot be type cast in respect to
age, ethnicity, or race. Homes built in the mid nineteenth century for workers at the Ellwanger—Barry Nursery co—exist with the early 20th century real estate sold by owners of
this famous nursery (who donated land that is now Highland Park to the city of Rochester). Our neighborhood sustains the historic connections so necessary to the sustainability of our neighborhood.
Highland Park, local gardens, and a well maintained playground contribute to the much
appreciated green space which residents value. People sit on their front porches during
the spring and summer and engage with neighbors walking by. The ability to walk to
work and stores from one’s home has become a marketable attribute for homebuyers
since the 1990’s. Institutions such as the University of Rochester and Colgate Divinity
School, in addition to hospitals, a nursing home, schools and early childhood centers are
within walking distance of the neighborhood. Stores , restaurants, bakeries, laundries
and a movie theatre are accessible from a majority of homes without needing to drive.
The Highland Park Neighborhood Association would like residents to become informed
about the characteristics that contribute to our community in order to sustain and enhance the attributes that make our area a “healthy middle neighborhood.”
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Who Is Who In the Neighborhood? Meet Michael Thompson

You see him here. You see him there. You see him everywhere and he usually has a hand in anything big going on in the
neighborhood. Michael Thompson. The former Co—Chair of the HPNA is still on the 2009 Board only in the role as Treasurer. A
Rockingham Street resident for 27 years, Mike has been involved in the neighborhood for almost as long. He revived the organization in the mid 1980’s and most recently served as chair from 2004-2008. He and wife, Jacqueline Lindauer, have two
daughters who grew up in the neighborhood and attended city schools. He has taught university Physics and Mathematics and is
currently a research scientist at Xerox Research Center in Webster. Mike also volunteers creating lessons and teaching elementary science in the City schools for 22 years now. He enjoys tennis, squash, skiing, hiking, camping and drinking beer whenever
he can with the Mulberry Men’s Beer Drinking Society. Special thanks to Mike for his service throughout the years and for being
such a central part in making this the best neighborhood in the city!

Highland Park Neighborhood Association Elects 2008 Board
Board Members
Ruth Danis, Co— Chair

Roger Ramsay, Co—Chair

Mary Staropoli, - Vice Chair

Michael Tomb, Communications

Mike Thompson, Treasurer

Meghan Delehanty—Reddington, Secretary

Matt Carnevale, Web Master

Carlene Woodward, North Section Leader

Marcia Zach, North Section Leader

Jennifer Topa, South Section Leader

Mike Mahoney, East Section Leader

Paul Urai, Security Coordinator

Contact Board Members at highlandparkrochester@gmail.com

SUPPORT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION!

Do you appreciate all the great things the association is doing for our neighborhood? Become a supporting
member! Not only will you know that you’ve made a contribution, but you’ll get a neighborhood t-shirt or tote
bag as a bonus!
Donation
Membership gift
$15
$30
$50

HPNA tote bag
HPNA t-shirt
HPNA tote bag and t-shirt
Supporting Membership Form

Today’s Date: _________________
Amount of Your Donation:
$_____________________
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________________________
T-shirt size available for donations of $30.00 or more (please circle one):
Men’s sizes:
Women’s sizes:
Youth sizes:

M
S
XS

L
M
S

XL
L
M

XXL
XL
XL

____ Check here if you do NOT wish to receive a membership gift
Make check payable to Highland Park Neighborhood Association.
Mail or deliver to HPNA, c/o Mary Staropoli, 147 Crawford St., Rochester, NY 14620.
Your membership gift(s) will be delivered to your home.
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Urban Village Scooters
By Matt Carnevale
It was a very cold January day when I walked into the best scooter shop in Rochester to chat with owner Kurt Schweitzer
about Urban Village Scooters. As a two wheeled vehicle enthusiast myself, I was eager to learn more about the scooter lifestyle!
Kurt is originally from Michigan and came to Rochester (for the warmer
weather) after earning his Electrical Engineering degree at Case Western to work at Taylor Instruments. From Taylor he moved on to Xerox
where he did both electrical and software engineering. In 1994, he left
Xerox to engage in freelance work.
Motorcycles had always been an interest, so in 2006 Kurt took the
Motorcycle Safety Foundation course offered every season at MCC.
Upon passing the MSF course, NYS issues the rider his or her motorcycle endorsement. It did not take long for Kurt to discover that which all
motorcycle riders know all too well–motorcycles are Not a way to save
money! When a friend suggested he consider a scooter from a Long
Island shop, he recalls returning to Rochester and declaring “If those
guys can make money selling scooters, so can I.” He entered the South
Wedge Planning Committee’s business planning contest and won. In
March of the following year, 2007, he opened his current location at
700 South Clinton Avenue. Kurt never did buy that motorcycle, but toUrban Village Scooters Owner, Kurt Schweitzer
day he owns three scooters. He commutes daily on no more than one
scooter at a time, in season. There are some stipulations, of course.
Rain is OK, cold rain is not. He is not fond of how snow on his face shield hampers visibility either. He does have some hard
core customers though, including winter riders, and one who has only a scooter with bus backup (you know who you are)!
Urban Village Scooters is not only about the bikes though. The scooter
lifestyle is the other half of the UVS experience. Soon, one corner of the
store will be used to benefit The Negative Image Scooter Club, a club
that Kurt is a member of. Its membership includes one family with
three generations (!) of riders; lawyers, construction workers, father/
son, mother/daughter, a sword swallower, and two city councilmen; its
oldest member is in his 70’s. From about mid March until November,
the group takes weekly Wednesday evening rides, usually stopping for
ice cream. They also have poker runs and campouts. The lifestyle is a
“scooter thing” that includes being laid back and unhurried, as well as
having a self deprecating humor about the central fact that if it’s not
fun, why do it?
UVS is entering its third summer this year. As you might imagine, this is
the slow season, so this is deal season! Of course, the best deal is to
win the 2009 Buddy50 (available in Seafoam, Powder Blue (pictured),
Black, Red, Tangerine, or Pink) in The Highland Park Neighborhood’s
Great Scooter Raffle. Your ticket, if it does not win, is also a $50 off
coupon on a new scooter. In addition, UVS will donate $50 to HPNA! Interest rates are low, and 10% of your down payment is
knocked off the price too! Orders are currently accepted for the 2009
Below: The Stella Scooter with sidecar
models. Kurt is very enthusiastic about the Genuine lineup of scooters,
maker of the Buddy50, as they have superior build quality and customer support.
All scooters require a valid driver’s license and helmet with eye protection to operate in NYS. Models like the raffle’s Buddy50 do not require
a motorcycle license endorsement. Kurt and members of the club are
eager to work with and teach any newbies!
In 2009, Kurt anticipates more festival participation, where he would
like to ride his Stella scooter with sidecar. He plans to maintain a larger
inventory of in stock bikes. The UVS website will bring you up to date on
new events and also features a blog. John Mooney was brought in last
year as head mechanic and will repair all makes at a very reasonable
hourly rate. When you stop by, tell ‘em you are from The Highland Park
Neighborhood!
http://urbanvillagescooters.com/
585-643-5540 700 South Clinton Ave.
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Neighborhood School News
A Sigh of Relief
Alisa Hall
I spent so much energy this summer worrying. The kindergarten topic planted itself
in my brain around January and did not go away. Once I knew which school Sophia
would be attending, I worried about the program and the teacher and the other kids.
I worried about her having the stamina to last the entire day. But mostly I worried
about Sophia having a great first experience at “big girl school.” This first experience sets the tone for how she will think about school – and it’s a very big deal.
Well, as it turns out I worried for nothing. From day one Sophia has loved going to
school and it’s eased my mind considerably. There’s a new energy in my house and
I wholeheartedly welcome it.
On an average day (when the wind-chill is not in the negatives), Sophia and I walk the ½ mile up to School #12, with little Aimei
in tow. We leave in plenty of time so that we can meander our way to the school, singing, chatting, taking notice of things we
never noticed before, or gathering fall leaves for teachers. As we arrive we’re often greeted by hugs: either kindergarten classmates excited to see Sophia, her little sister and “Sophia’s mom”, or Principal Alampi who gives an extra special hug to Aimei
too. We stand in the lobby and wait for a kindergarten train to go by so that Sophia can be escorted to her classroom. After Aimei
kisses and hugs Sophia repeatedly, we leave Sophia to her to new “big girl” life, we turn around and walk away. No hesitation –
not from Sophia and not from me. It’s a great feeling.
The walk home after school is more eventful. It’s filled with the non-focused, energized, chat of a child who’s been challenged
socially throughout the day. A child that buys her own milk, packs her own backpack, reads her own books and chooses her own
friends. A child who seems to learn a new song every day, has a new best friend every other day, and gets to buy her own lunch
once a week.
Comfortable. That’s how she feels now. She has a school that is “her” school and it’s School #12, right up the street.
Who knows what the future holds for school. It’s something I plan to reevaluate each year to ensure that Sophia is getting everything she needs. But as a parent I feel like I can check off a very important milestone: My daughter had a spectacular first
school experience.

Kids Need Good Food! School #12 Teams up with HEALTHi Kids Call to Action!
School #12 is working very hard to provide healthier lunches (and breakfasts) to kids. Ultimately the school hopes to make their own food right
at school and not receive food from the district’s central kitchen.
The Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency’s HEALTHi Kids Initiative (Healthy Eating and Active Living through Policy and Practice Initiatives for
Kids) calls for your immediate support to improve the quality of the school breakfast and lunch program and champion a school environment
which promotes free play and increased physical activity for its students. The prevalence of childhood obesity and overweight in our community
is one of superior concern and requires swift action of the RCSD Administration and our community. Without your commitment, our community
will continue to see a decline in children’s health, greater absenteeism in school, poorer academic achievement, and the global weakening of
our community.
The HEALTHi Kids Coalition understands that to effectuate change concerted efforts by many partners including citizen and parent groups,
community organizations, public-health agencies, businesses, and local government are needed. It is our expectation that you will join the
movement and make the demand for improved school food and increased physical activity for RCSD students. Please support the HEALTHi
Kids Initiative by improving the school breakfast and lunch program and championing a school environment that promotes free play and increased physical activity for its students. For more information please contact Rachel Pickering at the Finger Lakes Health Systems Agency at
585-461-3520 or by email at healthikids@flhsa.org.

School #12 is actively recruiting volunteers to read with students

Even if you only have half an hour a week, you can still help a child and make a real difference in
their ability to read. Of course we also welcome those who are able to donate more time! If math
or science is more your thing, we can find a spot for you too! Just the fact that people from the community volunteer in the school amazes the children. Thank you so much to all our current and past
volunteers from the Highland Park Neighborhood. You are awesome. To join this great group and
make a real difference in kids’ lives please contact Vicki Robertson at vic_robertson@frontiernet.net
or 461-4282.
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NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY

Paul Urai

Did you get that new GPS you wanted for Christmas?
If you did great. If you already have one or are thinking about one keep this is mind. Throughout
the city GPS units are big targets for criminals breaking into cars. If they see the unit or even just
the suction cups, your car may be targeted and your windows broken. Take them inside along
with cell phones, laptops and radar detectors. Thieves see them as eye candy and an invitation
to break into your vehicle. Always have your key ready and always be aware of your surroundings. Here are some more tips from Ofc. Brian Bannerman Crime Prevention Officer at the NSC
Office on South Clinton.
1. Never leave any valuables inside your car. If items must be left in the car secure them in the
trunk before you park at your destination. (Never allow would be thieves to observe you
locking items in the trunk as they will easily surmise that they must be valuable.)
2.

Always park in well lit areas and in view of the public whenever possible.

3. Use an anti theft device such as a club or a visible alarm system when leaving your car
parked. These items may deter a their enough that he chooses an easier target vehicle.
4. Be aware of suspicious activity/persons in parking lots. Call 911 immediately to report
crimes or suspicious persons.
Hope to see you at our HPNA PAC—TAC walks 6:30—8:30pm starting at the S. Clinton NSC
(formerly NET) office on these dates: 1/28, 2/25, 3/25 and 4/22 –the fourth Wednesday of
each month.
Paul Urai, Security Coordinator, Koenig@rochester.rr.com, 585—271—8164

FYI:Crime Alert!
Stolen cars are up around the city mainly due to people warming up their cars. Thieves see
the car and hop in. If the door is locked they break a window. The remote starters are safe
as they have a kill switch if you put in gear without the key. Also if your car is snowbound on
the street it will be towed at a cost of $225 plus the parking ticket. Move those cars and save
the money!

Neighborhood Calendar—Save The Dates
NBN (Neighbors Building Neighbors) 2nd Monday of each month 5:30p—? @ the
Monroe County Parks Dept. Building on Reservoir Ave. (Highland Park)
PCIC (Police and Citizen Interaction Committee) 2nd Wednesday of each month
@ Eastside HDQTRS Tops Plaza Upperfalls and N.Clinton 530p-7p
HPN Association Meetings 4th Tuesday of each month 7pm @ Monroe County
Parks Dept. on Reservoir Ave. (Highland Park)
Saturday Morning Movies at The Cinema Saturday, March 7, 10AM
Highland Park/ Swillburg Neighborhood Event at the German House
Friday, March 13
Lilac Festival May 8—17
Taste of the Neighborhood Sunday, September 20
Also check the neighborhood website calendar for updated information!
www.highlandparkrochester.org

Neighbohood Party
Needs Your Help!
The 3rd Annual Taste of
the Neighborhood is
planned for Sunday, September 20. This event
brings together neighbors
and businesses in a picnic
setting at the Meigs/
Linden playground. The
past two years have seen
attendance in the hundreds! The Association is
looking for volunteers to
help coordinate the event.
You may be able to help by
just setting up or cleaning
up. Pitch in! It’s a great way
to meet people and feel
like you did something for
the neighborhood. Email
Matt Carnevale at highlandparkrochester@gmail.
com to get your name on
the committee!

The Buzz
needs to
buzz!
The Buzz is our neighborhood newsletter meant to
reflect the goings on and
the mood of the neighborhood. We are always looking for different voices to
write, reflect, report or just
make people laugh!
Please contact Meghan
Delehanty—Reddington
with anything you think
may be newsletter worthy.
Student writing is always
welcome! Contact:
meghandered@
hotmail.com

Page 6

City Schools?
Charter Schools?
Private Schools?

Volume VIII, Issue 1

Got Kids?
Annual Halloween Parade Draws Biggest Crowd Ever!

What is right for your family?
Come to the Highland Park
Neighborhood Association general meeting on March 24 . The
topic will be schools and how to
support neighborhood families
with the process, the opportunities and the choices! Don’t
miss this important meeting if
you have kids, want kids or just
care about kids! Contact
marystaropoli@yahoo.com with
questions.

Highland Library
Story Times
Bring your
little ones!
It's FREE and FUN!
Babies
Wednesdays @ 2:00pm
A lap sit program for you and
your baby with lots of nursery
rhymes, songs, and a few
very short stories
2 year olds
Tuesdays @ 10:00am
Short stories, songs &
rhymes
3-5 year olds
Thursdays @ 10:00am
Stories, poetry, rhymes &
puppets
All programs require registration. Stop in to register or call
Alexandra at 428-8227. We
are right next to School #12
on South Ave.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 11th at Peace
Lutheran Church (125 Caroline
St). It is free and it starts at
9.30 with bag decorating. At
10 there will be a little kids egg
hunt and at 10.30 a big kids
egg hunt. All neighborhood kids
are welcome!

Skating Anyone?

Another reason to love the Highland Park
Neighborhood! The outdoor ice rink next to School
#12 on South Ave. is officially open and easy to
walk to. It will be open 7 days a week, weather
dependant, and will be lighted until 10PM daily.
There is a warming shed. And best of all— it's

free!

SAVE THE DATE
SATURDAY MORNING MOVIES AT THE CINEMA ARE BACK!
MARCH 7TH @ 10:00am
Check www.highlandparkrochester.org for updates
*Movies will be appropriate for ages 2 and up.
150 parents and kids filled up The Cinema January 24!
Thanks to the Highland Park Neighborhood Association for sponsoring the event
and Jen Topa for organizing the fun filled Saturday morning!
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February Meeting: Our Living History- Reflections of a Neighborhood
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
I want to invite you and your memories to a special meeting of our Neighborhood Association on February 24, 2009 that we are
designing in cooperation with the City Historian called “Our Living History- Reflections of a Neighborhood.” We are building a
virtual scrapbook out of our resident’s anecdotes, photographs and other recollections. It’s our way to begin the celebration of
the 175th anniversary of Rochester. With homes and streets designed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, our area is especially rich in the heritage of what George Ellwanger once referred to as “The City of Flowers. Many of you may have seen our exhibit last year that chronicled this history as “The Arboretum that Became a Neighborhood”. If you didn’t, don’t worry, we are
going to reprise and expand that exhibit this year. Oh yes, the history of the years of Ellwanger & Barry are well documented…
but then what happened? The answer may well be “you and your stories.” That’s one focus of our February meeting: to begin a
year-long project of sharing stories and living history between neighbors. With your help, we will start a process of collecting the
documents, narratives and experiences that define us. One result will be to build an interesting addition to our website and our
exhibits, but the real treasures will be discovering special stories and memories from every resident who participates. Do you
recall the candy store on Meigs Street? (And do you have a picture?). How many times did Lauterbach’s come through with just
that hardware item we needed? Did you know that the playground was once the site of the original Ellwanger & Barry School? I
have a couple of stories myself; one is about how I bought my current house at a garage sale. And I have a picture to illustrate
another special moment. It was taken in 1987 just as I asked my girlfriend to marry me on the rhododendron trail in Highland
Park (fortunately she said yes!). I know you have similar tales to tell. What is your favorite of all the movies that played at the
Cinema? Who had their first date there? We’re interested even if it was last year…memories don’t have to be ancient to be special! And if you ever spent a Chinese New Year’s with Bobby Shek at the Imperial, did you join the red napkin club? All of these
events are worthy to be documented in some way. Remember the year it snowed during the Lilac Festival? I’m sure stories
about “our” park are worth a chapter or two all by themselves. Your wedding at the German house with pictures at the park…the
neighbors who shared power during the Ice storm….who among you was in the last class at School 24? And who will spill the
secrets of the dog-walkers? Whether you’ve lived in the neighborhood eight months or eighty years, I’m sure you have an experience that we want to record!
As you might gather, this will be a social meeting, so refreshments will be provided. To help with recording your stories and artifacts, we will bring a scanner to capture any photos or clippings that you share. You can also send in your stories by e-mail or
bring those to the meeting. And during this special year, we also are interested in recording oral histories by voice recorder and
video cam. So if you are willing to participate, come and we will schedule a session. Or record it yourself in the YouTube manner
and we will archive it on-site. Even if you are too shy to go on camera, we have other ways that you can participate. As part of
our neighborhood scrapbook , we are going to build a series of “Top Five” lists based on neighborhood preferences; for example
the Top Five Businesses We Miss, Top Five Restaurants within walking distance, Favorite Lilacs, The Best Streets to stroll down,
Favorite Person out of Rochester’s History we’d invite to dinner. And you can even help us with these categories, as our concept of the neighborhood scrapbook is a work in progress that only starts this February.
We are also going to unveil plans for other special meetings and events throughout the year….including details on how you can
join in the fun. And we will discuss how all of this ties in to our plans during the festival season. We are expecting a couple of
other surprises for this meeting as the day approaches which will be revealed in our e-mail blast, web-site and blog
on facebook.com. I hope to see you there.
My Best ,
Michael Tomb
Communications Coordinator Highland Park Neighborhood Association
The next neighborhood meeting is February 24th at 7 pm at the Monroe County Parks Dept, 171 Reservoir Drive, in Highland
Park across from the conservatory

The Highland Park Neighborhood
is expanding across the web!!

On myspace, look for our blog at http://www.myspace.com/highlandparkneighborhood. On facebook.com, search
for and ask to join the group “Highland Park Neighborhood Association, Rochester NY” to receive copies of our messages. Use the link at our website www.highlandparkrochester.org to join our e-mail list and to check our calendar.
Or write to us at highlandparkrochester@gmail.com and request that we add your e-mail to our mailing list or with any
other inquiry.
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2008 Highland Park Neighborhood Association Supporting Members– Thanks!!!
Keith Abel & Robin Fisher
George Beck & Jeanne Herrick
Patrick & Mabel Bodell
David & Karie Bryce
Alex Chernjavsky
Christine Christopher
Maranne McDade Clay & Thomas McDade
Sara & Mike Dovichi
Heidi & Jared Fine
Colleen Fogarty & Jeff Sciortino
John & Alisa Hall
Amy & Peter Hentschke
Connie & Thomas Izzo
Natalie Jones & Tim Liebert
Hope Junot
Dulcy Lecour & Chuck Fujita
Debra Lewis & Lucas Jordan
Marie Lodder
Matthew & Jennifer McDermott
Gena Merliss & Jack Peltz
Lisa Moosbrugger
Dallas Nelson & Paul Cabral
Mark Osterman & France Scully
Jennifer Posey
John & Mary Richter
Mary Scahill
Lisa Shaw
Sisters of St. Joseph
James Stewart
Zhi Tang
David & Jennifer Topa
Uwe Unrath & Sarah Cassetta
Todd White & Ryan Reiss

Marnie & Gordon Barnes
Fran Beyrle
Elizabeth Bostock
Amy Burns
Cynthia Childs & Rolf Orsagh
Judy Clay & Richard Johnson
Jeff & Michelle Dormitzer
Danica & Andy Eskind
Beth Fischer
Kristine Frederick
Jennifer Hayes
Michael and Ileana Hoeschele
Rockwood Jenkins
Lawrence Jones & Vera Versteeg
Michael & Kate Kehoe
Roger Levy & Janet Finch Levy
Nancy & Dave LiebertLisa
Casey & Mary Ellen Lopata
Jeannine Meilman
Ilene Montana
Tony & Peggy Mott
Tom & Shelly Ochs
George & Joyce Parker
David Renko & Tim Moran
Jim Ritzel
Lisa Ann Seischab
Erin & Zach Shirkey
Mary Staropoli & Doug Ackley
Jennifer & Craig Sutherland
Michael Thompson & Jacqueline Lindauer
Mario Trottier
David Wailing
Adam Wilcox

Wanted: Neighbors who would
like to advertise their product
or service in The Buzz! Contact
meghandelred@hotmail.com

Please forgive us for any errors or omissions. You may contact Mary Staropoli, HPN Vice Chair, at
marystaropoli@yahoo.com with any corrections or questions about supporting membership.

